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AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
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CINCUSAREUR 

CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 896 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 
CINCUSAFE FOR POLAD 

CINCUSAREUR FOR POLAD, OPS, AEAGC-COC & AEAGB-CI 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, EAIR, US, WB, UK, FR, UR 
SUBJECT: NEAR MISS IN SOUTH CORRIDOR MARCH 24 

1 . PAN AM FLIGHT 699 ON MARCH 24 REPORTED THAT A 
"SILVER DELTA- WINGED JET" APPROACHED IT ON A HEAD-ON 
COLLISION COURSE AT 1518 HOURS LOCAL TIME AND PASSED AT 
A DISTANCE OF 70-80 METERS. A NEAR- MISS REPORT WAS FILED. 

PAN AM PLANE WAS OUTBOUND FROM BERLIN AT 10,000 FEET NEAR 
ROSLAU IN THE SOUTH CORRIDOR, AND WAS FOLLOWING FLIGHT PLAN 
THAT HAD BEEN PASSED TO SOVIETS. PASSENGERS WERE UNAWARE 
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OF INCIDENT. U.S. DUTY CONTROLLER IN BASC ASKED SOVIETS 
FOR IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION. ACCORDING TO SOVIET 
RESPONSE AIRCRAFT WAS A SOVIET FIGHTER, 

"UNDER CONSTANT AND STEADY RADIO CONTROL," WHICH DID NOT 
APPROACH PAN AM AIRCRAFT CLOSER THAN 400 METERS WHITE 
CROSSING CORRIDOR AT 3,600 METER ALTITUDE. 
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2. WE HAD NO REASON TO BELIEVE PAN AM REPORT WAS 
INCORRECT, THEREFOR, U.S. ACTING CHIEF CONTROLLER, WITH 
ALLIED CONCURRENCE, READ STATEMENT TO SOVIET CHIEF CON 
TROLLER IN BASC ON MARCH 31 IN WHICH FACTS OF CASE WERE 
REPEATED. U.S. STATEMENT NOTED THAT ACTION OF SOVIET 
AIRCRAFT CREATED COLLISION HAZARD IN CLEAR VIOLATION OF 
QUADRIPARTITE FLIGHT RULES AND COMPLAINED THAT INITIAL 
SOVIET RESPONSE WAS INSUFFICIENT. STATEMENT FURTHER 
EMPHASIZED ALLIED CONCERN OVER THIS INCIDENT AND 
STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF MAINTENANCE OF SAFE FLYING 
PRACTICES. U.S. STATEMENT CALLED ON SOVIET AUTHORITIES 

TO TAKE ALL NECESSARY MEASURES TO PREVENT SUCH INCIDENTS 
AND TO ENSURE THAT RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALS WERE PUNISHED. 

3. SOVIET CHIEF CONTROLLER INDICATED INCIDENT WOULD BE 
REINVESTIGATED BUT NOTED INFORMALLY THAT SOVIETS HAD 
PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE THAT INCIDENT DID NOT OCCUR AS PAN AM 
PILOT CLAIMED. 

4. WE HAVE NO REASON AT THIS TIME TO BELIEVE INCIDENT WAS INTEN- 
TIONAL. (INCIDENT WAS OVER IN A BRIEF MOMENT; FIGHTER DID NOT 
PURSUE OR HARASS PAN AM AIRCRAFT.) 

5. TEXTS OF STATEMENTS WILL BE INCLUDED IN BASC MONTHLY 
REPORT. 

6. USCOB CONCURS. GEORGE 
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